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Introduction  

ǒ¢ƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ DƻŀƭΥ 
o 75% waste recovery rate 

by 2020 
 
 

ǒClass Goals 
o Deliverables to the 

Coalition 
o Learning Outcomes 



Overview  

ǒBackground and Objectives -- Nathan Davis 
 
ǒFindings -- Iaroslav Vugniavyi 
 
ǒRecommendations -- Stephen Naimoli 
 
ǒConclusions 

 
ǒQuestions and Answers 

 



What is Composting? 

ÅYard Waste 
 
ÅFood Scraps 

 
ÅBackyard composting 

pile 
 

ÅRepublic Services yard 
waste bin 
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Background  

ǒCommunity 
Sustainability Action 
Plan 
 
 

ǒWaste Prevention 
Action Team 

 
 
ǒRecycling Block Captain 

Program 



ǒGenerally 
o How can the 

Corvallis 
Sustainability 
Coalition encourage 
residential 
composting? 

ǒResearch Questions 
o Baseline Statistics 

 
o Motivations and 

Barriers 
 

o Best Practices 

 

Objectives  



Approach  

ǒSurvey 
 
 



Map of covered areas 



Approach  

ǒSurvey 
 
 

ǒFocus Groups 
 
 

ǒCase Studies 
 



Findings  

Photo Source: http://www.expert2rich.com/ 



Key Findings  

Current 
composting 

habits 
Motivations Barriers 





49% of survey respondents throw food scraps away with the regular 
trash; 44% compost food scraps in the yard waste bin;  

and 15% use a home composting system  
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How do residents of surveyed areas dispose their food scraps? 



30% of non-
composters surveyed 
have tried composting 

in the past 
Photo Source: http://www.shutterstock.com/s/past+present+future/search.html 



Homeowners are more likely than renters to compost 
food scraps and use a home composting system 
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Types of food waste disposal for owners and renters 

Own Rent





Most households that compost do so because they 
believe it is good for the environment and seek to 

reduce the amount of waste that ends up in a landfill.   
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Why do surveyed households compost?  



Households that garden are more likely to 
compost food scraps  
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Presence of a garden and types of food waste disposal 

Garden No garden



Composters stated 
that composting is a 

common practice 
amongst friends, 

which indicates the 
importance of social 

and community 
norms  Photo Source: http://www.ucview.com/wiki 



ñIôve never composted. My parents put everything in the 

garbage disposal. Now it goes in the disposal like 

everything elseò 

 

 

 

 

"I like the idea of composting. It feels like a very 

Oregonian and Corvallis value to compost food scrapsñ 

ñCorvallis is way ahead of the game culturally and socially. 

That pressure is there, but maybe the functionality needs to 

catch up a bit ... Itôs interesting how your behavior is 

defined by social pressures.ò 

 





A primary barrier to composting is 
lack of knowledge in:  

Awareness that food 
scraps can be placed in 

the yard bin 

Understanding 
 the importance  
of composting 

Understanding how to compost 
and what can be composted 



ñThereôs a lot understanding about the 
environmental benefits of recycling that there 
isnôt about compostingé. I just donôt know 
what Iôm not doing, and what sin Iôm really 

committing [by not composting]ò 

 

ñ[Back when I didn't compost] I just didn't have 
the info.ò 

 

 

Photo Source: http://www.southsouth.info/profiles/blogs/ 



Most non-
composters have 

concerns about pests 
or unwanted odors  
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Other barriers include:  

Notion that composting is time-consuming 

Lack of an established household system to 
collect food scraps 

Low priority for composting 



ñFor me recycling cans and bottles is a 

no brainer, but I just never thought of 

my food scraps as that big of a dealò 

Photo Source: http://www.fchcinc.org/patient-portal-disclaimers 


